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Part 1
Provide a summary of at least three specific characteristics/life-history traits of the species that interact with environmental factors to influence the likelihood of the species' long-term persistence.
The living organism's survival depends on various factors. Some organisms have been extinct due to their inability to adapt to the environment. Others have been extinct due to their specific characteristics of survival. Among the life-history traits that significantly impact the survival of giant panda include and food availability in the surrounding giant, and limited parental care, and their continuous eating habits.  
Explain how each of these characteristics threatens the survival of the animal species, citing evidence from the literature to support your points.
i. The availability of food
The survival of every living organism depends on the food available in the surrounding. Some animals have a variety of foods, and thus, their chances of survival and much higher. The giant panda survives in the forest by eating mainly bamboo. According to He et al. (2020), 99% of the food that giant pandas eat is bamboo. At times, the animal feed on other vegetation, fish, or small animals. Depending on one type of food is a dangerous trait because if the food is limited or gets extinct, then the depending species will be eliminated from the ecosystem unless further adaptations happen.  
ii. Giant panda's offer limited parental care 
Parental care increases survival during the stage in which the parents and offspring and associated. Besides, parental care improves the quality of life, thus leading to continuity of the species through future multiplication. The cubs are of giant panda remain protected for the first month. The mother's care at the first month is 100%, and this implies that the cub rest at the mother's front, covered by her paw and arm or head (He et al., 2020). At the end of one month, the cub might not have grown fully to gain independence, which implies that its chances of survival without complete parental care are limited. The cubs are more exposed to predators, and hence their chances of survival are limited before they become entirely grown-up.       
iii. Giant pandas have continuous eating habits
The giant panda spends over 12 hours in a day eating, and this trait threatens the animal's survival. If the bamboos are insufficient, the giant panda will suffer greatly and lack enough food to sustain its continuous eating habits, and thus the chances of death are high (He et al., 2020). In case of drought and other climatic changes that hinder bamboos' survival, the giant pandas will have high chances of death.  
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Part 2
The long-term survival of organisms depends on how best they can adapt to the changes in the environment. Ecologists have been warning about the possible extinction of giant pandas, but this has not happened despite the challenges the species faces. This long-term survival is associated with its cubs growing faster (Yan & Li, 2017). Cubs with five months of age can jump on trees and protect themselves from predators by escaping. Besides, giant pandas have great camouflage with their environment. These animals have black and white markings in the arms and legs that help them hide in the shade under snowy habitats. In addition, the markings help the animals in communicating. These characteristics have enabled the giant pandas to survive in the ecosystem on a long-term basis (Yan & Li, 2017). Giant pandas have an extended wrist bone that helps them grip food and thus act as a helping hand. Occasionally, the giant pandas feed on small animals, forage, kidney beans, and eggs. The variety of foods help them to survive still when bamboos are available. 
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